
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1993 November 10, 1899 

An expert upon the plague, a Dr. Hornabrook, has lately arrived in 
southeast Africa, and at the request of the Portuguese Government he 
visited the infected region and has reported that, as far as he can ascer- 
tain, there has been no plague in Marraquene or in Magude. 

The nature of the disease from which so many Kaffirs died is still a 
mystery ; but it might have been caused by poison prepared by some 
witch doctor, or by eating the flesh of animals that had died from 
rindepest. 

I inclose herewith copies of the translations of two dispatches rela- 
ting to this subject that I have received from the secretary general. 

It will be noted that the existence of the plague is denied in strong 
terms. 

I have the honor to be, sir, W. Stanley Hollis, 

United States Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

[Inclosure No. 1.] 

Lorenzo, Marquez, September 9, 1899. 

Illustrious and Excellent Sir : His excellency counsellor governor-general has 
instructed me to communicate to your excellency that the epidemic in Magude can be 
considered conquered, because since eight days there has not appeared in the hospital 
or in the villages attacked any suspicious case whatever. The number of deaths verified 
by the doctors was but 6, having previously had some more without diagnosis. 

In Manaquene there is down in the hospital 1 soldier exhibiting such symptoms that 
he may be suspected to have been attacked with the same disease, but this is com- 
pletely isolated upon a distant island, and since eight days has been steadily getting 
better, his actual condition being satisfactory. 

The utmost precautions continue to be taken by all the authorities as much as the 
isolation of the % villages in which the sickness appeared — precautions that will be termi- 
nated only sixty days after the last case has been had in the region of Magude. 

God guard your excellency. 

Antonio de Loura Riberio, 

Secretary-General. 

Tlnclosure No. 2.1 

Lorenzo Marquez, September 11, 1899. 
Illustrious and Excellent Sir : In consequence of orders received from his excel- 
lency counsellor governor-general, I have the satisfaction of communicating to your 
excellency that the sick man at Manaquene, to which some South African newspapers 
have referred, was not without the least doubt attacked with the plague, as proved by 
the diagnosis of Dr. Hornabrook who made an examination, having gone expressly to 
that locality for such purpose. In Magude the epidemic can be considered extinct, see- 
ing that after the declaration of the doctors, eleven days ago, no case has appeared. 
The notices, through malevolence or inconsideration, that have circulated are entirely 
without foundation, and there is not the slightest reason for thinking that an epidemic 
of any sort will follow in the province of Mozambique. 
God guard your excellency. 

Antonio de Loura Riberio, 

Secretary- General. 

Mysterious disease again appears at Magude. 

Lorenzo Marquez, September 18, 1899. 

Sir : Eeferring to my dispatch ~No. 86, of the 11th instant, I have the 
honor to report that the mysterious disease has again broken out among 
the natives at Magude. 

Inclosed I have the honor to transmit a copy of my translation of a 
communication that I have just received from this Government. 

To expedite matters I have telegraphed the gist of the news conveyed 
in the inclosed letter to Consul-General Stowe at Cape Town and have 



November 10, 1899 1994 

asked him to write the same to you by the mail leaving Cape Town on 
Wednesday, the 20th instant. 

A Portuguese doctor, an old friend of mine, has just informed me that 
Dr. Hornabrook has not yet discovered in Magude, or in Marraquene, 
the characteristic germ of the plague. 

Bespectfully, W. Stanley Hollis, 

United States Consul. 
Hon. Assistant Secbetay or State. 

[Incl osure — Translation. 1 

Lorenzo Marquez, September 18, 1899. 
Illustrious and Excellent Sir: I have the honor to communicate to your 
excellency, by order of his excellency the governor-general of the Province, that the 
epidemic which it it was supposed was extinct, inasmuch as no case had appeared since 
the 30th of last month, has reappeared in Magude. 

The individuals attacked are isolated, all the inhabitants of the village are in quar- 
antine, and all their houses, clothes, and other susceptible substances have been 
burned. 

By such means the epidemic is localized, and more precautions will be taken to 
prevent the spread of the disease. 

The cases reported are in Uanhana and Chibanga, county of Magude. God guard 
your excellency. 

Antonio de Loura Riberio, 

Secretary-General. 
Illustrious and Excellent Senor, 

The Consul of the United States of America. 

Disease at Magude thought to be plague. 

Lobenzo Maequez, September 28, 1899. 

Sie : Eeferring to my dispatch No. 87, of the 18th instant, I have the 
honor to report that yesterday I had a long talk with Dr. Barreisos, the 
chief of the military and civil hospital here, and was informed by him 
that, in his opinion, the disease in Magude was plague. 

In reply to my questions, he said that he had not himself seen the 
disease in Magude ; that Dr. Hornabrook had not seen the disease in 
Magude; that no microscopical examination had been made of any 
blood, lymph, or other secretions from any patient, and, further, that 
there was not in Portuguese East Africa the necessary instruments for 
or a man competent to make a microscopical search for plague germs. 
Thus, with Dr. Barreiros, it is a matter of opinion. He has never seen 
an authenticated case of the plague, but he has read of the symptoms, 
and the symptoms of the disease in Magude are, in his opinion, identical 
with those of the plague. So here the matter lies. Dr. Barreiros says 
that there is plague ; the governor-general says that there is no plague. 
Whatever it is, Magude is a long distance off, and Lorenzo Marquez is 
undoubtedly free from any suspicious disease. 

Bespectfully, W. Stanley Hollis, 

United States Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Seceetaey of State. 

BARBADOS. 

Quarantine information. 

Baebados, October 28, 1899. 
Sib : I have to report that this government has declared Alexandria, 
Bombay, Calcutta, Hongkong, Maurituis, Oporto, Santos, and the State 
of Paraguay, to be infected with bubonic plague; St. Thomas has 



